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From the Principal’s Desk 

I feel like we have finally turned the corner with our weather!  The month of April 

was a record breaker with colder than average temperatures and more than six 

inches above the typical snowfall.  With that behind us, we are facing the 

realization that the school year is almost over! 

 

The last day of school for this year will be Wednesday, June 20 as an early 

dismissal day. The eighth grade graduation will take place on Tuesday, June 

19 and we will celebrate the end of the year with a whole school activity day, 

in place of our typical Field Day, on Friday, June 15.  More information about 

this end of the year celebration will be sent home soon as we will be looking for 

parent volunteers to help us celebrate.   

 

Children who were born in 2013 or earlier are eligible for kindergarten during the 

2018-2019 school year. It helps our planning if kindergarten registration forms 

are submitted as early as possible. There is a registration form available in the 

school office and online: (www.eastfordct.org/registration) Students who are 

enrolled in our preschool do not need to register for kindergarten.  We are also 

accepting registrations for our School Readiness program.  Children who were 

born in 2014 or 2015 are eligible to register.  For more information please visit our 

school website or call the office.   

 

Our spring music concert will be on Thursday, May 31 at 10:00 am and 

7:00pm. During the daytime performance, students in PK-2, grade 3 recorders, 

grades 4 and 5 chorus and the school band will perform.  The evening concert will 

feature the grade 3 recorders, grades 4 and 5 chorus and the school band.  Ms. 

Gagnon will provide more details regarding the evening performance.  Students in 

grades 2 and 3 will be singing at the town Memorial Day event on May 28.  

Ms. Gagnon will provide more information.   

 

We are pleased to welcome two new staff members to our Eastford School 

Community.  Mrs. Catherine DePercio joined us just after April vacation and is 

teaching Spanish to students in grades 3-8.  We are fortunate to have someone 

with her background and skill set.  Students are adapting to her immersion style 

of teaching and learning much new vocabulary!  We have also hired an art teacher 

who will begin with us in August.  Ms. Elizabeth O’Hara is an experienced art 
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teacher with a diverse range of interests and abilities.  We are excited to welcome 

both of them! 

 

I would like to remind middle school parents of our Secondary School 

Attendance Policy.  It can be found on our school website under the Board of 

Education section and it is also contained in this newsletter for your 

review.  Students have the choice to attend a variety of different secondary schools 

as noted below.  If your son or daughter would like to attend an accredited public 

high school other than those on the following list, please contact Linda Loretz, 

Superintendent.  

1. Woodstock Academy   

2. H. H. Ellis Regional Technical High School 

3. Killingly Vocational-Agriculture Center 

4. Quinebaug Middle  College High School 

5. Arts at the Capitol Theater High School 

School counselor, Mrs. Harrington, will meet with all seventh grade students prior 

to the end of the school year to educate students about their secondary school 

choices.  We plan to invite representatives from the local high schools to our Open 

House in the fall to provide further information to families.  Feel free to reach out 

at any time if you have questions about high school choices.   

 

If you have not had a chance to complete our online parent survey, please take a 

few moments to do so. These results will be used to guide school improvement and 

we hope that all families will contribute their feedback.  The survey can be found 

at: https://www.eastfordct.org/parentsurvey 

 

Eighth graders are preparing for their Washington, DC trip that is scheduled for 

May 15 through 18. Permission slips have been sent home and there is a 

chaperone meeting scheduled for May 8 at 5:00pm.   

 

Many grades have events and activities planned in the next few weeks.  In 

addition, there are a number of permission slips for after school activities included 

at the end of this newsletter.  Please check our website calendar regularly for 

updates.   

 

If you have questions or concerns about the school, please don’t hesitate to contact 

us.   

 

Sincerely, 

Carole McCombe

 
 

https://www.eastfordct.org/parentsurvey
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Music Room – Mrs. Gagnon 

Greetings Eastford Elementary families!  The end of the year is rapidly 

approaching, which means our spring concert will be here before we know it! On 

Thursday, May 31, the students will have their spring concert during the school 

day at 10am and in the evening at 7pm. All band members and Monday Morning 

chorus will perform as well as our grade 4 and 5 chorus and our grade 3 recorder 

students. Please mark your calendars! Additionally, grades PreK-2 will be 

performing during the day only! Each member of recorder, chorus and band play 

an important role, so it is imperative they are at the performances. For the 

evening performance, I ask that band members arrive in the music room by 6:15 to 

warm up and tune, and recorders (all of grade 3), chorus members (this includes 

all of grades 4 and 5) be in the music room by 6:30pm. I sent out emails regarding 

band and Monday morning chorus. Thank you so much! I am super excited about 

our upcoming performance. 

 

Band and Monday morning chorus will have their Lake Compounce trip on Friday, 

June 1. Permission slips have been sent home and need to be in by May 31! If the 

trip is cost prohibitive, please contact the school so we can make arrangements. 

Parents are welcome to attend the performance at John F Kennedy High School in 

Waterbury at no cost, but admission is required if they plan on coming to the park. 

Please let me know if you have any questions! 

 

Tradition is very important here at EES and the town of Eastford. This year, our 

second and third grade have been invited to perform at Eastford’s Memorial Day 

parade. The students will be performing You’re A Grand Old Flag and America 

(also known as My Country Tis of Thee). Second and third grade are very talented 

performers and they will do great. 

 

The students here at EES have been working hard getting ready for our concert on 

May 31. I look forward to seeing you there. You are in for a treat! 

 

Thank you for your support during this busy time of year! 

 

Musically yours, 

Miss Gagnon 
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ELA – Mrs. Lessard 

Fifth Grade 

Students in fifth grade recently started reading The One and Only Ivan by 

Katherine Applegate. Students started the unit completing a web quest that 

exposed them to information about gorillas; the main character is a silver back 

gorilla. While reading, students have been examining the vocabulary and the 

author’s specific word choice. For example, the main character, Ivan, refers to his 

home as a ‘domain’ not a ‘home.’ The author’s choice of the word ‘domain’ over 

‘home’ tells the reader about how Ivan feels about his surroundings. In addition, 

students recently met a new character, Ruby, a baby elephant. Because students 

were so curious about the two elephants in the story, Ruby and Stella, we spent 

some time researching elephants and their behaviors. Students watched a video 

clip, “The Secret Language of Elephants,” and learned how elephants communicate 

and how some of their behaviors are similar to humans. After the video, students 

expressed how they now have more sympathy for Stella and Ruby now that they 

know how intelligent they are.  
 

Seventh Grade 

A couple of weeks ago the seventh grade started reading Out of the Dust by Karen 

Hess. This is a verse novel that tells the story of a young girl living through the 

Dust Bowl. Prior to reading, students spent a couple of days learning about the 

Dust Bowl and what caused the Great Depression. The information students 

gathered will allow them to have a better understanding of the events that unfold 

throughout the novel. Students are reading in small groups and analyzing the 

author’s use of poetic devices, imagery, and point of view.  
 

Eighth Grade 

Students in grade eight have recently started a Google Applied Digital Skills unit 

pertaining to research skills and identifying credible and non-credible sources. 

Throughout the unit students will not only review credible vs. non-credible 

sources, but they will also learn about various digital tools embedded within 

Google that they can utilize to help simplify their research and writing. Students 

will also practice their persuasive writing skills by working with a partner to draft 

a fake news article. Eventually, students will conduct research and write a 

credible article pertaining to a topic of their choice. Finally, students will have an 

opportunity at the end of the unit to practice coding when they code a pop-up 

message that will open when someone opens their Google Doc.  
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

 

Grade 8 students, Mr. Wolfe from Connecticut’s Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection, along with Pastor Moran and volunteers from the 

Eastford Congregational Church all assisted Grade 3 students with learning about 

and building houses for Eastern Bluebirds.  The third grade students agreed to 

install the birdhouses at home, and watch closely this summer to see what kind of 

bird family might move in. 
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In conjunction with Earth Day in April, we released 87 fingerling trout into the 

Still River behind the school (pictures to follow next month).  Students in grades 3, 

4, and 5 are working on various aspects of energy and waves, while students in 

grades 6 and 7 are learning about ecosystems and environmental issues.  Students 

in grade 8 are preparing for their trip to Washington D.C., and are using 

technology to preview and summarize the significance of the attractions and 

memorials that they will visit. 
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School Counselor News - Mrs. Harrington 

 

Tolerance 
 

Our Social Emotional theme this month was 

focused on tolerance. Grades K-3 heard a 

story about flowers that learned to accept 

other flowers as new friends. Then each 

student made their own flower and wrote a 

sentence about how they would show 

tolerance.  

 

Grades 4-8 participated in an activity that 

discussed what tolerance looks like. Included 

topics were discrimination and racism with 

an emphasis on getting along with everyone. 

We ended the month with a Mix-it-up day at lunch where students were able to sit 

with friends in other grades. 

 

The theme for May will cover both Patience and Perseverance. We are hoping that 

students will become more patient with each other as they practice tolerance. 

Students will also use patience to persevere in their school work and testing tasks 

during this month.  

 

Beth Harrington 

bharrington@eastfordct.org 

 

 

“In diversity there is 

beauty and there is 

strength.” – Maya Angelou 
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P.E. & Health Class– Mr. Bridgewater 

Greetings from the gymnasium! The weather is getting nicer and nicer so make 

sure you spend the warm afternoons doing something active. I suggest planning 

some sort of fun, family outing once a weekend; maybe a hike or a family bike ride!  

In PE class we have the long-awaited May Pole dance with grade 8 and 

kindergarten. For the younger students we are continuing to work on throwing 

and catching as well as some big team games. For some of them it is their initial 

experience with competitive team games so it would be helpful to stress the 

importance of sportsmanship and not being over competitive. The middle school 

students as well as grades 3 and 4 have been playing a baseball type game in the 

gymnasium that requires all the skills/rules of baseball but none of the challenges 

of playing that in a PE class. Soon we will introduce Frisbee, golf, track and field 

events, and some other fun activities.  

 

During health class we have introduced the life cycle and the family life unit. 

Grade 8 should be finishing up their community service hours and be prepared to 

write their final paper on their individual project. The last 4 weeks of the year 

they will receive a CPR certification course from Jeanine Spink. 

 

Also a small announcement: I will be missing the last 3 weeks of the school year. I 

have my annual training with my National Guard Unit from June 2 through June 

24. There will still be a field day but it will be run a little differently. The 

classroom teachers will be heading different events and activities and they will 

still need lots of volunteers! There will be more details and information in the 

coming weeks.  

 

Enjoy the Spring! 

Mr. Bridgewater 
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